OCC Newsletter
November 2022

President’s Message…
Hi AllA year of change at OCC - looking back:
With the annual meeting that occurred in November of 2021, a new Board of Directors came
in along with new officers. To the Board Members - thank you for all your help, insights and
actions throughout the year and thank you for supporting the Club! Shawn Baldwin, Jennifer
Boalt (Recording Secretary), Mark Brunschweiger, Ken Cherchio (2nd VP), Bill Crist, Kevin
Dorsey, Liz Dorsey, Zach Farden, Ben Frary (1st VP), Chelsea Giovo, Rich Godden, KC
Maniccia, Marilyn Magner (Treasurer) and Matt Smith.
The year started off with long term office employee Stephanie Barrus retiring and Marilyn
Magner (Treasurer) and Jennifer Boalt (Recording Secretary) picking up the functions that
Steph previously performed. They sorted through the membership records, streamlined the
financial processes, and thoroughly cleaned up the office area as well as aligned the membership accounts and billing to better coincide with the By-laws. Thank you, ladies.
We implemented a Member Request system via the website to go more tech savvy and
since there is not a dedicated office person answering the phone. We are working to be responsive your needs; please remember this Member Request system.
The club transitioned all its financial accounting functions to RJ Caruso resulting in a significant cost savings in fees and they found significant money from the government that we
were eligible for!
Long-term Course Superintendent Scott Peters commenced his last year with the Club – he
enters a well-deserved retirement on November 1 and when next you see him at the course,
he will be a member, rather than an employee – thank you Scott for everything you have
done and how far you have brought the course for us during your tenure!
National Grid started a project behind the 8th green to bore a new natural gas pipeline under
the Oswego River – the project is approaching completion as the sound deadening curtains
have started to be removed and the demobilization begun. This was a financial windfall for
the Club!
Jen (Dewey) Treasure picked up the baton from her dad Jeep Dewey and took over the pool
with the help of Scott, Neal, Matt and their crew – thank you all for assisting.
New Superintendent Matt Bednarski began his career at OCC in mid-August coinciding with
the start of 9th green rebuild project. The green project is
complete (with the exception of placing the sand in the traps) Continued on page 2
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and now we just need to let it grow with a target play day of June 1, 2023. Thank you to Dan
Dorsey Jr. for spearheading this project along with the Master plan by Course Architect Barry Jordan
– expect to hear about the Master Plan at the Annual Meeting November 20.
We have worked to secure a new contract for restaurant and bar service for two more years with
Tammy Murphy!
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the unchanged – Head Professional Mike Hogan and his Assistant Connor Goss did an excellent job keeping golf on track throughout the season. The countless
club members who volunteer their time to support the course, leagues, beautification and stimulating conversation – thank you all for your efforts!
What is next??
· The Annual Meeting November 20.
·

Work on the course to get ready for the spring – you will notice ash trees that are flagged for
removal – the flagged trees have been infected by the Emerald Ash Borer beetles and are being selectively removed by our own staff this fall while play is at a minimum and as a cost
savings.

·

Keeping the grass and turf growing on #9 so it is ready for the target of June 1.

·

Evaluating the Master Plan for course enhancements that we can do in-house with little financial impact, as well as prioritizing those that make sense but will need financial support.

To those of you heading south for the winter – safe travels down and for your return trip in the
spring!
For those who are staying in the north – prayers that you may golf all winter this year.
To all the members – thank you for allowing me to serve the Club – it’s been a great year and I
hope you all think so as well.
Pete Cullinan
315-591-6103

2022 Committee Chairs
Facilities: Mark Brunschweiger
Golf: Ben Frary
Greens: Ken Cherchio
Handicap: Rich Godden
Junior Golf : Liz Dorsey
House: Liz Dorsey
Long Range Planning: Dan Dorsey, Jr.
Membership: Ken Cherchio
Social:
Insurance: Kevin Dorsey
Budget: Matt Smith
Bylaws/Constitution: Bill Crist
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OCC 2021-22 Board of Directors
Peter Cullinan

President

Ben Frary

1st Vice President

Ken Cherchio

2nd Vice President

Marilyn Magner

Treasurer

Jennifer Boalt

Recording Secretary

Mark Brunschweiger
William Crist

Board Member
Board Member

Chelsea Giovo

Board Member

Matt Smith

Board Member

Elizabeth Dorsey

Board Member

Zachary Farden

Board Member

Kevin Dorsey

Board Member

Rich Godden
Tammy Murphy

Board Member
Restaurant and Bar

Matt Bednarski

Grounds Superintendent

Michael Hogan

Golf Professional

Century Tavern and
1897 Dining Room
Hours
Closed Mondays
Bar:
Tuesday –Friday
3-close
Saturday & Sunday
11– close
Dining:
Friday night limited menu
Saturday & Sunday 12-3
Bar menu
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From the Business Office...
There are 3 ways to contact the business office:


You may call 315-343-1941 and leave a voicemail


Email us at: Office@oswegocountryclub.com



Use the Member Portal on the OCC website:
On the homepage find the “Contact Us”
tab and scroll down

On the Proside...
Hard to believe it’s over. What a great year we have had. I would like to thank
everyone for treating the golf staff, Connor and myself with such respect and kindness. We will miss everyone throughout the cold months ahead.
For those of you still reaping the benefits of this great weather and awesome golf
course, I wanted to update you on the procedures. Golf cart keys and the sign out
sheet will be located inside the restaurant back door. Any and all cart rentals and/or
guests will be charged to your account. Everyone is in charge of their own cart garbage clean up. Please be courteous to others and keep carts presentable.
I hope everyone has a great fall and safe, joyful holidays. If the Proshop is going
to open at all before Christmas, I will be communicating through the Proshop email.
We are always reachable and will do our best to accommodate any needs you may
have in the winter months. We will offer gift certificates for the golf shop at the bar
during the winter months.
Thank you for a great year!
Hoagie
Michael (Hoagie) Hogan
OCC Head PGA Professional
Hoagiepro@yahoo.com
315-730-4797
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Facilities...
All I can say is “breath taking”. Those beautiful 70-degree days in October being
out on the course with all the autumn colors proves just how lucky we are. Hopefully
we will be blessed with some great weather in November as we start to prepare for
our winter months.
Congratulations to Scott on his well-deserved retirement. His knowledge and hard
work have made OCC one of the premier courses in Central New York and beyond. I
look forward to seeing Scott on the other side of the tee box next year.
It was a quite month for facilities in October, of course that will change as I prepare for our winter months. One new addition to the club house was the purchase of
new rugs with the OCC logo on them. Thank you to Tammy for helping me locate a
vendor to furnish these for us. Stop by and check them out.
Maintenance performed in October:
 The furnace to the upstairs was not putting out heat. It has since been repaired.
 Replaced the sump pump in the club house forward basement.
 Replaced 2 stair treads to the locker room Bilco door that leads down to the
basement. The rest of the treads will be replaced in the coming months.
Please reach out to me with any suggestions that will improve the appearance to
our club. With the end of the season upon us, this is the time to do those things.
Thank you,
Mark G. Brunschweiger
mbrunsc@yahoo.com
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The Course…
One of my favorite aspects of working on a Golf Course is that the maintenance practices that we use change frequently due to the weather. Nothing ever
seems to feel stagnant in our day to day work because working with living plant matter leaves us switching up our daily duties at every weather event. The onset of fall is
a drastic change for us as there tends to be very little grass care involved in what we
do, compared to other times of the year. We still roll and mow greens daily, but the
growth rates of tees, rough, and fairways have slowed to the point where we need to
only mow them about half as often as in the summer months. This is a blessing to us
as we now have a reduced crew and tend to spend the majority of our time on tree
care, leaf removal, and general prepping for winter shutdown.
During some of our earlier frost delays, we have had time to trim shrubs and
trees that are close to cart paths and around the club house, as well as cleaning up
flower beds and trimming back all of our decorative grasses. One large scale project
that we have started is removing Ash trees that have been infested with Emerald Ash
Borer, an invasive species whose larvae burrow through the vascular cambium of ash
trees and stop their ability to move water and nutrients throughout the plant. It is an
unfortunate loss for us but we are trying to be proactive about removing infested
trees before they become a safety concern for our patrons.
On the turf side, there have been some cultural practices that we have implemented to give us a healthier, more consistent playing surface in the future. We aerated the back nine greens again, and they are recovering nicely. We also verticut a lot
of our tee boxes, mostly on the back side. Verticutting is a process that removes excess thatch, or organic matter from the soil. This leads to better water absorption into
the soil, less disease pressure, and a firmer feeling underfoot for golfers. We also repaired a drain line on the left side of fifteen approach, which should help to keep that
area a little drier, and also help to not flood the neighbor’s properties.
The bent grass sod on nine green was installed early in October, and is already
rooting into the ground well. We have been able to take some equipment onto the
green and approach, and are continuing to move forward with progress on the project. We will be topdressing the green with sand to help promote lateral growth, and
insulate the tender shoots for winter. The sod that was installed will be rolled smooth
once it has had a little more time to root, and topdressed as well to create a smooth
playing surface. Sand will be going into the bunkers before the end of the season. I
understand that it seems like it is taking a long time, but the more time that we give
the bunker sod to root, the better the finished product will be. Closing out the month
it looks like we are going to have some good growing conditions, and the spotty
showers that we have had can be very helpful for growth as we have also begun to
close down our irrigation system for the winter. This process includes removing an intake line from the Oswego River, winterizing our pump system, and blowing compressed air through the irrigation lines and sprinkler heads across the course. It is a
wet, cold, tedious job. Perfect for a fall day.
Matthew Bednarski
Oswego C.C. Golf Course Superintendent
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Greens Committee...
Our greens organic matter is 5-7%, recommended level is <3%, organic matter is unhealthy for greens and caused by not filling plugs. (The courses that had
a lot of winter kill this past year had problems with organic matter) Best way to
combat this is core aerating 2 times a year and top dressing with sand. This will
be our plan going forward.
We will be adding the sand to the bunkers next to #9 green soon.
Please respect the cart signs so we can maintain our course as green as possible
all year long
November 1st accessories have been brought in from the course, yes winter is
fast approaching.
Plans for next year:
· Drainage on various traps, mostly 1, 2 and 3.
· Level tee boxes (3 & 7)
· New sprayer for next year (our sprayer doesn’t evenly spray the greens,
and this can lead to damaged greens) also some other pieces of equipment
will need to be upgraded to maintain our golf course. (Most of these we can
lease)
· Dozens of Ash trees have been infested by ash borers. We will be taking infested trees.
· Right of cart path on #17 tee box, we will tackle making this area off limits
for carts and get it back to a healthy growing area.
Ken Cherchio
Greens Committee Chair
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Marketing and Membership...
The membership numbers that we have attained for fiscal year 2022 are very impressive for our club. In 2022 we have added: 4-Adult Full memberships, 9-Adult Primary memberships, 4-Junior Full memberships, 2-Young Adult Primary memberships, 7-Senior Primary memberships, 1-75 Mile membership. We had a total of 9
resignations throughout the year, which brings our membership numbers to 332 total members of which 288 are golfing memberships.
On the marketing side we have rolled out a new website sponsorship plan that
has 3 classes, Gold, Silver, and Bronze. If you currently have a place on our website
and wish to keep your company logo on there, or if you know of a business that
wishes to join our website sponsorship plan, please email me so we can update our
files and get your company logo on our website.
Thank you,
Ken Cherchio
Marketing and Membership Chairman
Kcherchi@twcny.rr.com

Date to Remember:
November 20th, 2022
Annual Meeting
3 p.m.
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Views from the course...
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